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The number of intercontinental ballistic missile.sites continued 
to increase, so at the end of 1964 the Soviets had a greater strategic 
missile capability. in the Far East in comparison to 1963. Research 
and development of ICBMS was also noted, with continued firings into 


‘the central Pacific impact area. Additional Surface to Air (SA-2) 


missile sites were observed. The Soviets continued to add to their 
air strength with additional eastward deployment of moderate numbers 
of new generation jet fighters. : 

The addition of two nuclear powered submarines was the most 


significant change in the Soviet Pacific Ocean Fleet during 1964. 


People's Republic of China (CHICOM) 


The ‘Chinese Communist ground forces continued to reflect a 
small decrease in personnel strength, Similarly, the Air Force 
registered a slight decrease in number of aircraft; perhaps due to an 
inability to replace aircraft lost through normal attrition. More . 
significant was an increase of 70-80 MIG-19 Farmer aircraft in the 
Air Force. Of the 1963 estimated eight to fifteen surface-to-air 
missile sites in Communist China, thirteen had been confirmed as 
SA-2 sites by the end of 1964. The most significant improvement in 
air defense capability was in the south and southwest portion of the 
country. ; 

There were, during 1964, several indications that Red China 
accorded high priority to modern, prestige-type weapons. The 
Chinese detonated their first nuclear device in October; testing of | 
surface-to-surface missiles continued, and two guided missile patrol 
boats of probable CHICOM construction were noted. In addition, a 
"'G" class missile-firing submarine (probably built by Red China) was 
sighted and there were indications that 'W"' class submarines were 
being constructed in the country. 

Communist China was ._probably working onthe SS-N-4 niiséile 
(range 350 nautical miles) associated with the "G" class submarine. 
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Possibly this signified that China's missile development program was 
broader in scope and more advanced than previously estimated. 


Korean People's Republic (North Korea) 


There was a slight decline in the persennel strength of the Army. 
Although the Navy added two patrol craft there was no'significant change 
noted in the country's naval capability. The North-Korean Air Force 
remained fairly static, with an increase of 25 jet fighters being the 


only change in the order of battle. 


Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North Vietnam) 

The People's Army of Vietnam (PAVN) was credited with a 
personnel strength of 439, 950 under order of battle procedures 
employed in 1963, However, because of a 1964 revision in the method 


of computing order of battle alignment, approximately 200, 000 


‘personnel previously credited to the PAVN were deleted from the 


regular force and identified as militia. This procedural change thus 
reduced the PAVN to 250, 400 personnel and increased the militia to 
an available force strength of 2, 000, 000 without changing the overall 
capability of the armed forces, 


JOINT INTELLIGENCE, ACTIVITIES 


The area of CINCPAC's primary intelligence responsibility is 
portrayed in Figure I-19. Within this vast area, CINCPAC was 
engaged in a variety of intelligence activities, ranging from the simple 
to the complex, local to area-wide, and national to international. The” 
intelligence aspects of his operations plans and major decisions are 
covered elsewhere in this volurne of the Command History; this portion 


is devoted primarily to actions associated with the following; 


1. Production Iga 


2, Mapping, charting, and geodesy. 


3. Improvement of intelligence capability. 
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Chinese Jets to the DRV: Along with the shifts already made in 
connection with the Gulf of Tonkin crises, CINCPAC evaluated his air 
defense capability in light of the deployments, : This was a timely 
measure, for on 7 August photographs proved that 36 MIG-15/17s had 
moved to PHUC YEN Air Field. mod CINCPAC suspected, but lacked 
evidence to prove, that Chinese pilots were flying the planes. However, 
‘he was aware of the possibility that DRV pilots were flying the jets 
because the USSR had trained a substantial number of DRV personnel 
in jets since 1959. While admitting that the communist jets could 
inhibit some U.S. operations, CINCPAC thought that the DRV capabil- 
ities were reduced by the fact that the aircraft were not all weather 
. capable, and their accompanying radar had a limited capability. He 
also thought that the recent experience with the U.S. Navy might 
dampen the communist ardor for further aggression. 

In sum, Admiral Sharp concluded that the jets in the DRV were 
defensively oriented and aimed at enlisting the North Vietnamese in 
the Chinese Communist dispute with the USSR. 4,5 


DESOTO Patrol Proposed for 19-21 August: On 14 August 
CINCPAC passed to the JCS a CINCPACFLT proposal for another 


DESOTO Patrol for the period 19-21 August. The purpose of the patrol 
was to determine the nature and extent of possible Communist Chinese 
naval and air deployments to the Hainan and South China Sea areas. 
CINCPAC thought that an authorization to approach within 20 nautical 


miles of Communist China's coast would be adequate for the purpose 
‘of the patrol. oid However. on 20 August the JCS disapproved the 
request and advised CINCPAC to resubmit it about 26 August if the 


requirement still existed. 8,9, 10 
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CINCPAC 070225Z Aug 1964 (TS) 
2. Photograph in PACOM WID 33-64, 14 Aug 1964 (S), p. 12 
3. CINCPACFLT 0802092 Aug 1964 {8) 
4, CINCPAC 110341Z Sep 1964 (TS) 
5. JCS 7818 DTG 082108Z Aug 1964 (TS) 
6. CINCPACFLT 140333Z Aug 1964 (S) 
7. CINCPAC 142156Z Aug 1964 (5S) 
8. JCS 8007 DTG 201247Z Aug 1964 {S) 
9. ADMINO CINCPAC 2202552 Aug 1964 (S) 
10. CINCPAG 230210Z Aug 1964 (5S) 
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